Application No.: 10/598,584 
Attorney Docket No.: NL040237 



CLAIM AMENDMEf^S 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) An electronic circuit comprising; 
first and second pipeline stages;-aHd 

a first latch positioned between the first and second p ipeline stages; and 
a first latch control circuit connected to the first latch, said latch control 
circuit receiving a first control signal, said first control signal being randomly- 
generated and indicating a mode of operation of the electronic circuit: 

wherein the electronic circuit is adapted to operate in a normal mode in 
which the first latch is opened and closed in response to an enable signal controlled 
by the first latch control circuit , and a reduced mode in which the first latch is held 

open by the first latch control circui t to roducc a current poak aGfiociatod with thn 

opening and closing of the latch . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) An- The electronic circui t as claimed in of claim 1, the 
electronic circuit further comprising; 

a tliird pipeline stage and a second latch, the second latch positioned between 
the second and third pipeline stages. 



.4. 



Application No.: 10/598,584 
Attorney Docket No.: NL040237 



4. (Currently Amended) Afi -The electronic circui t gp claimGd in of claim 3, 

wherein, when the electronic circuit is operating in the reduced mode, both of the 
first and second latches are held open to roduco the c urrcnt -i pcaks aGGociatcd with 
the - epening and closing of the latchoG . 

5. (Currently Amended) Afir -The electronic circuit as claimod in of claim 3, 

wherein, when the electronic circuit is operating in the reduced mode, one of the 
first and the second latches is held open to roduco the current peak assoeiatcd with 
t r he - epeniag - an4 - elosing-of - that latch . 

6. (Currently Amended) Aflr -The electronic circuit as claimed in of claim 5, 
wherein the one of the first and the second l atches held open changes over time. 

7. (Currently Amended) Afir -The electronic circuit as claimed in of claim 6, 
wherein the first and second latches are held open for different lengths of time. 

8. (Currently Amended) Aa -The electronic circuit as claimed in of claim 1, 
wherein the length of time that the electronic circuit operates in the reduced mode 
for varying time periods yaries. 
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9. (Currently Amended) As -The electronic circui t as claimed in of claim 3, 
further comprising: 

a second latch control circuit connected to the second latch , said second latch 
control circuit receiving' a second control signal, said second control signal being 
randomly-generated and indicating the mode of operation of the electronic circuit . 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently Amended) An -The electronic circui t as claimed in claim 10 of 
claim 9 , wherein the first and second control signals mdieate s -indicate w hether the 
first latch, the second latch^, or both latches are to be held open when the electronic 
circuit is operating in the reduced mode. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of operating an electronic circuit, the 
electronic circuit comprising first and second pipeline stages and a first l atch 
positioned between the first and second pipeline stages, the method comprising: 

operating the electronic circuit in a normal mode in which the first latch is 
opened and closed in response to an enable signal, and a reduced mode in which the 
first l atch is held ope n in response to a first control signal, said first control signal 
being randomly-generated and indicating whether the first latch is to be held open 
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when the electronic circuit is operating in the reduced mode to rcdu e e - a current 
poak associatod with the opening and closing - ef - thG latch . 

14. (Currently Amended) Ar -The metho d as claimed in of claim 13, the electronic 
circuit further comprising a third pipeline stage and a second latch, the second latch 
positioned between the second and third pipeline stages, stages; t he method further 
comprising: 

holding the second latch open when the electronic circuit is operating in the 
reduced mode in response to a second control signal, said second control signal 
being randomly-generated and indicating whether the second latch is to be held 
open when the electronic circuit is operating in the reduced mode to rcduGO a 
current poalc associatod with the opening and-elo s ing of the second latch . 

15. (Currently Amended) Ar -The method as claimod in of claim 14, wherein the 
first latch and the second latch are held open at different times when the electronic 
circuit is operating in the reduced mode. 

16. (Currently Amended) A -The method qg claimod in of claim 15 wherein the 
first latch and the second latch are held open for different lengths of time. 
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17. (Currently Amended) Ar -The method gp claimed in of claim 14, wherein, 
when the electronic circuit is operating in the reduced mode, both the first latch and 
the second latch are held open. 

18. (Currently Amended) A -The m etho d a s claimed - in of claim 13^ wherein the 
length of time that the electronic circuit operates in the reduced mode varies for 
varying time periods . 
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